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ELIZABETH ALYSE “BETTY” CUTHBERT — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.43 pm]: “Betty” Cuthbert was an Australian sporting hero. 
She was an inspirational person of faith, determination and humility. Betty Cuthbert was one of Australia’s greatest 
ever Olympic athletes. Born in the Sydney suburb of Merrylands in 1938, Betty Cuthbert moved to 
Western Australia several decades ago, where she lived in Mandurah with her long-time carer, Rhonda Gillam. 
Diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1974, Betty Cuthbert died on 6 August 2017 after a long battle with the 
disease, aged 79. Cuthbert earned the moniker of Australia’s “Golden Girl” after her performance at the 
1956 Melbourne Olympic Games, at which she won the 100-metre and 200-metre sprint events. Betty Cuthbert 
was also a member of the triumphant 4 x 100 metre relay team, and in so doing became Australia’s first triple gold 
medallist. Injury prevented her from defending her titles at the 1960 Rome Olympics, and she subsequently 
announced her retirement. Betty’s retirement did not last and she was named co-captain of the Australian track 
team for the 1964 Tokyo Olympic Games. The Tokyo games saw the 400-metre track event added to the Olympic 
program. Betty Cuthbert was victorious at the 400-metre event, claiming her fourth and final Olympic gold medal. 
During her career, Betty Cuthbert set nine world records, and remains the only athlete to win the 100-metre, 
200-metre and 400-metre sprints at the Olympics. 

Betty Cuthbert was the first Australian inducted into the International Association of Athletics Federations’ Hall 
of Fame in 2012. She was a 1985 inductee into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame, and in 2000 she was inducted 
into the Athletics Australia Hall of Fame. Betty Cuthbert was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in 1984 
for her services to sport and the community. She is immortalised in bronze outside the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground—the site of her 1956 track and field glory. Betty Cuthbert was a torchbearer at the opening ceremony of 
the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000, passing the torch to Cathy Freeman, who lit the Olympic cauldron. 

Betty Cuthbert was a tireless advocate and fundraiser for sufferers of multiple sclerosis, with her efforts recognised 
with a therapy and education centre named in her honour in 2008. In 2010 she also had a rose named in her honour 
for her work helping people with multiple sclerosis. In 2014 the City of Mandurah opened Betty Cuthbert Park in 
the suburb of Halls Head. Betty Cuthbert was a genuine trailblazer for women in sport and her work on and off 
the field will forever remain an inspiration to track and field athletes and everyday Australians. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
 


	ELIZABETH ALYSE “BETTY” CUTHBERT — TRIBUTE
	Statement by Premier


